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UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 CAIRO 16711 080334Z 
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ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 COME-OO DODE-OO DOTE-OO EB-07 
FMC-02 INR-07 NSAE-00 SAL-01 CG-00 DLOS-06 OES-06 
SCSE-00 SCA-01 /041 W 

036762 

R 040645Z DEC 76 MRN CORRECTION 
FM AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9414 
INFO AMCONSUL ALEXANDRIA 

UNCLAS CAIRO 16711 

CORRECTEDCOPY (MRN 16711 VICE 1671) 

AMCONSUL PORT SAID SENDS 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PORS, EG 

SUBJECT: BANDITS SUSPECTED OPERATING IN SAFRAGA REGION 

1 . LOCAL SHIP AGENT RECENTLY RETURNED FROM JOB IMPOSED MONTH-LONG 
EXILE TO PORT OF SAFRAGA ON RED SEA MENTIONED THAT OVER PAST FOUR 
MONTHS SOME THIRTEEN MERCHANT SEAMEN DISCHARGED IN SAFRAGA AND 
ENROUTE CAIRO VIA MOUNTAIN ROAD RUNNING WEST TO NILE VALLEY HAVE 
BEEN KILLED IN UNEXPLAINED AUTOMOBILE ACCIDENTS. NO AMERICAN 
SEAMEN ARE KNOWN TO BE AMONG THE VICTIMS. 

2. POLICE/MILITARY AUTHORITIES SUSPECT THAT RASH OF ACCIDENTS MAY 
BE RESULT OF BANDITS OPERATING IN MOUNTAINS WEST OF SAFRAGA WHO 
STOP TAXIS, LOOT PASSENGERS. AND THEN KILL VICTIMS AND SIMULATE 
ACCIDENTS. LAST "ACCIDENT," THREE WEEKS AGO, TOOK LIFE OF THREE 
MERCHANT SEAMEN AND TAXI DRIVER. POLICE AND MILITARY ARE APPARENTLY 
CONDUCTING QUIET INVESTIGATION BUT PREFER TO KEEP MATTER LOW KEY 

AT PRESENT. SIGNED SURBER. 
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